TRANQUILLITY IRRIGATION DISTRICT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
REGARDING PROPOSED AGRICULTURAL WATER RATE INCREASES
Overview
[bookmark: _Hlk211595375]Historically, the Tranquillity Irrigation District (District) has levied volumetric water charges sufficient to recover the District's expenses related to providing agricultural water service. These water charges are more particularly described in the “Fee Study for Proposed Agricultural Water Rate Increases” dated October 15, 2025, and prepared by Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group for the District. Copies of this Fee Study are available upon request and on the District’s website: http://trqid.com/wp/reports/. 

[bookmark: _Ref511824558]Under the current agricultural water rate structure, the District charges a rate of $120/acre-foot (AF) for surface water and $250/AF for groundwater. These rates alone are insufficient to meet the cost of service without supplementing District revenue with  outside water sales and utilizing District reserves. Therefore, agricultural water service customers are being presented with a new rate structure that recovers the blended costs related to providing agricultural water service at a water rate of $154/AF beginning in 2026, regardless of the source, and the District is asking for approval up to a maximum rate of $170/AF.

	Classification
	Current Rate
	Proposed Maximum Rate

	Agricultural Water Rate
	$120/AF (surface)
$250/AF (groundwater)
	$170/AF



Public Notice Process
[bookmark: _Hlk211595663]In 1996, California voters adopted Proposition 218. Among other things, Proposition 218 requires that public agencies follow a specific process to impose or increase certain types of fees, including water rates and charges. In particular, the provisions of Proposition 218 set forth in Article XIII D, Section 6 of the California Constitution provide that certain types of “Property Related Fees” are subject to a “majority protest” process. If protests are filed on behalf of a majority (50% plus one) of the parcels subject to the proposed rates and charges prior to the close of the public hearing to take place on December 17, 2025, the District cannot adopt the proposed water rates. If a majority of the parcels do not protest the proposed rates, the District’s Board of Directors may proceed to adopt the proposed rates at an amount up to the proposed maximum rate. The proposed rates, if enacted, will take effect no earlier than January 1, 2026.

[bookmark: _Hlk211595591]Written Objection Process
The District will be implementing Government Code § 53759.1 (AB 2257) related to the proposed agricultural rates.  Property owners may submit a written objection to the proposed agricultural rates that specifies the grounds for alleged noncompliance with Proposition 218. Written Objections must be clearly labeled on the outside of an envelope and contain the property owner’s full name and identification of the parcel(s) by assessor’s parcel number(s). To be considered timely, written objections must be mailed to the Tranquillity Irrigation District Secretary at P.O. Box 487, Tranquillity, California 93668 or may be delivered in person to 25390 W. Silveira Street, Tranquillity, California 93668 during District business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Monday through Friday (except holidays). Written objections must be labeled on the outside of the envelope and received by the District by December 10, 2025 to be considered timely. Failure to timely object in writing bars any right to challenge the proposed agricultural rates through a legal proceeding. Once submitted to the District, written objections become public record. 

Staff will review any timely submitted written objections, prepare written responses, and present any timely received written objections and written responses to the District’s Board of Directors before the close of the public hearing described herein to be held on December 17, 2025. The written basis for the District’s proposed agricultural rate can be found online at: http://trqid.com/wp/reports/. 

[bookmark: _Hlk211595598]Majority Protest Process
[bookmark: _Hlk211595835][bookmark: _Hlk211595849][bookmark: _Hlk211595876]Pursuant to Proposition 218, any property owner may submit a written protest to the proposed rates, which is separate and distinct from the written objection process described above. A written protest cannot be combined with a written objection and must be submitted separately, if desired. Only one protest will be counted per identified parcel. Any written protest must: 1) state that the identified property owner is in opposition to the proposed water rate increases; 2) provide the location of the identified parcel (by assessor’s parcel number or street address); and 3) include the name and signature of the property owner submitting the protest. Once submitted to the District, protests become public record. 

[bookmark: _Hlk211595943]Written protests may be submitted by mail to the Tranquillity Irrigation District Secretary at P.O. Box 487, Tranquillity, California 93668 or may be delivered in person to 25390 W. Silveira Street, Tranquillity, California 93668 during District business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Monday through Friday (except holidays). Regardless of how the written protest is submitted, it must be received by the District prior to the conclusion of the public comment portion of the public hearing on December 17, 2025 (postmark dates will not be accepted.) Written protests may also be submitted at the public hearing, so long as they are received prior to the conclusion of the public hearing. Any protest submitted via e-mail or other electronic means will not be accepted.

[bookmark: _Hlk211595965]Statute of Limitations 
[bookmark: _Hlk211595972]Pursuant to California Government Code section 53759, there is a 120-day statute of limitations for challenging any new, increased, or extended fee or charge. This statute of limitations applies to the agricultural water rates and charges proposed in this notice. 


Notice of a Public Hearing on Proposed Agricultural Water Rates
Pursuant to Proposition 218, the Tranquillity Irrigation District Board of Directors will hold a Public Hearing on the proposed agricultural water rates on December 17, 2025 beginning at 8:30 a.m. at the Tranquillity Irrigation District office located at 25390 W. Silveira Street, Tranquillity, California 93668.
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